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INTRODUCTION 

Interprofessional education (IPE) has increasingly 
gained momentum to promote successful teamwork, 
which leads to better care, improved patient 
outcomes, and decreased costs (Arvedson, 2008). 
There have been broad-based goals established for 
IPE, including reducing bias between professions and 
improving teamwork and collaboration, but less is 
understood in what format to teach interprofessional 
skills. 

Because collaboration between professions is crucial 
to improving quality, safety, and access to care, 
providing IPE opportunities can help prepare future 
professionals for a team approach to providing care 
(Hackett, 2015). Students who interact with other 
health professions, learn to value diverse perspective, 
respect the knowledge and expertise of other 
professions, collaborate when problem-solving, and 
communicate as a team to ensure patient safety 
(Olenick, 2010). 

This study highlights a joint learning experience 
between Masters of Science Orthotics and 
Prosthetics (MSOP) and Masters in Social Work 
(MSW) students aimed to promote interprofessional 
communication and a better understanding of 
professional roles and responsibilities of the students 
own discipline and other disciplines, specifically in the 
role of assessment. This IPE experience focused on 
enhancing interprofessional practice by offering a 
collaborative, shared expertise, delivery of patient 
care over three sessions. First, the students 
completed an initial assessment of a patient model 
seeking a transfemoral prosthesis. During the second 
session, students collaborated in identifying treatment 
goals and identifying appropriate community 
resources. The final session culminated with the 
students debriefing about their experiences from the 
interprofessional experience. 

METHOD 

The sample (N=20) consisted of 13 men and 7 
women with an average age of 31.5 years.  
Participants were enrolled in the MSW aging 
concentration (n=11) and MSOP program (n=9).  
Demographics were collected and a pre-post test 
design was used to address IPE values and 
promotion of collaborative assessment on an 
interprofessional team. Evaluation measures included 
the Interprofessional Assessment Scale to assess 
attitudes that relate to core competencies for 
Interprofessional Collaborative Practice (Norris, 
2015), and additional questions were used from the 
four sub-scales of the UWE Interprofessional 
Questionnaire. A paired T-test was used to compare 

the student responses on the pre-post tests.  
Independent T-tests were used to evaluate responses 
based on major or gender. 

A semi-structured interview guide was used during 
the debriefing session. Questions explored the 
participant’s experience of the IPE exercise and 
working with another health care professional. The 
group interview was recorded, transcribed, and 
analyzed. Coding procedure included the use of axial 
coding to incorporate an a priori of 5 codes based on 
the IPE core competencies, followed by open coding.  

RESULTS 

Participants demonstrated increased value and 
appreciation for collaborative learning, including 
obtaining a better understanding of the other 
discipline’s professional function, the patient 
assessment process, the challenges of working within 
health care systems to deliver high quality patient 
care, and reported high value of the educational 
experience. 

Pre v Post Major Gender

Roles and Responsibilities 0.007 0.332 0.771

Patient Centeredness 0.409 0.075 0.772

Interprofessional Biases 0.177 0.797 0.678

Communication 0.049 0.479 0.606

Interprofessional Learning 0.011 0.872 0.555

Interprofessional Relationships 0.067 0.44 0.836  

DISCUSSION 

This study provided graduate students an opportunity 
for real world experiences in collaborative health care 
delivery. Shared IPE among students in the allied 
health professions can lead to improved 
understandings of role and responsibilities, 
communication and lead to interprofessional learning.  
This study will be repeated in the winter 2017 
semester. 

CONCLUSION 

Interprofessional education can improve 
communication and understanding between prosthetic 
and social work students. 

CLINICAL APPLICATIONS 

Providing students with IPE opportunities 
demonstrates the benefits and need for 
multidisciplinary patient care in the clinical setting. 
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